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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In view of the following discussion, the Applicants submit that none of the 
claims now pending in the application are non-statutory under the provisions of 35 USC 
§ 101 or anticipated under the provisions of 35 USC § 102 (e). Thus, the Applicants 
believe that all of these claims are now in allowable form. 

If, however, the Examiner believes that there are any unresolved issues 
requiring adverse action in any of the claims now pending in the application, the 
Examiner can telephone Ms. Janet M. Skafar, Esq. at message telephone number (408) 
463-5670 so that appropriate arrangements can be made for resolving such issues as 
expeditiously as possible. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

Correction to Citations 

In the Applicants' June 30, 2006 Amendment, Applicants submitted a PTO- 
1449 to correct four citations on the PTO-1449 forms which were submitted on October 
8, 2003. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner initial the corrected citations 
on that form PTO-1449. Applicants also request that that the citations on the corrected 
form PTO-1449 form be used for the art on the cover of any patent issuing from the 
subject application. The art included with the IDS and form PTO-1449s which were 
submitted on October 8, 2003, was proper. 
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Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 101 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 USC § 101 on the grounds that the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Applicants respectfully 
disagree. Claim 14 recites: "An article of manufacture comprising a computer usable 
medium embodying computer usable program code for performing a method of . . .". 
Because Claim 14 recites an article of manufacture comprising a computer usable 
medium, and not an article of manufacture comprising a computer usable carrier, 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 14 is statutory. 

The Rejection of Claims 1-20 under 35 USC ^ 102 (c) 

Claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 USC § 102 (e) as being unpatentable 
over the Couch et al. publication (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0126109, filed on 
July 2, 2002). Applicants respectfully disagree and traverse the rejection. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the Couch et al. publication does not 
disclose, either expressly or inherently, each and every recitation as claimed. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Couch et al. publication does not disclose "associating a 
virtual table with a message queue, the virtual table comprising a message-data column 
and at least one message-attribute column; and accessing the message queue in 
accordance with at least one database command specifying the virtual table, the message 
queue having a message comprising message-data and at least one message-attribute 
data, wherein the message-data is associated with the message-data column and the at 
least one message-attribute data is associated with the at least one message-attribute 
column" as claimed. 
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The rejection asserts that the Couch et al. publication teaches a virtual 
table comprising a message data column and at least one message-attribute column and 
that a message-data column is the column name and the message-attribute column is the 
data type. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

In paragraph [0059] the Couch et al. publication recites: "In FIG. 8, the 
user is prompted to specify a desired column name 250 and data type 251 for each sub- 
string within the message string that is to be returned as a column. The data type is that 
into which the user would like to have the corresponding message sub-string returned." 
The combination of the column name and data type defines a single column which 
contains a sub-string of a message of the messaging system. As illustrated in the column 
definition of Fig. 8 of the Couch et al. publication, the column name and data type 
determines the table UDF (User Defined Function) column output, for example, a column 
with a name of "COLl" and a data type of "varchar(12)." The column name and data 
type define the actual column which contains the sub-string of a message of a messaging 
system. The column name contains the name of the actual column which contains the 
sub-string of the message and the data type defines the type of data stored in that actual 
column. The column name and the data type define and are therefore are associated with 
a single column which contains a sub-string of message data. Therefore, the column 
name of the Couch et al. publication is not the message-data column of the claimed 
invention, and the data type of the Couch et al. publication is not the message-attribute 
column of the claimed invention. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 1 is 
not anticipated by the Couch et al. publication. Claims 2-9 depend, either directly or 
indirectly from Claim 1 , and Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 2-9 are not 
anticipated by the Couch et al. publication for the same reasons as Claim 1 . 

Claims 10 and 14 have similar distinguishing limitations as Claim 1, and 
Applicants respectfiilly submit that Claims 10 and 14 are patentable for the same reasons 
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as Claim 1. Claims 11-13 and 15-20 depend from Claims 10 and 14, respectively; 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 1 1-13 and 15-20 are patentable for the same 
reasons as Claims 10 and 14, respectively. 

Claim 2 

Applicants maintain that Claim 2 has additional distinguishing recitations 
that are not taught by the Couch et al. publication. Claim 2 recites: "wherein the at least 
one message-attribute column comprises a correlation identifier column, and the at least 
one message-attribute data comprises a correlation identifier, wherein the correlation 
identifier column is associated with the correlation identifier." Applicants respectfiilly 
maintain that the Couch et al. publication does not teach a correlation identifier, nor does 
the Couch et al. publication teach a correlation identifier column, nor does the Couch et 
al. publication teach that a correlation identifier column is associated with a correlation 
identifier. For the foregoing additional reasons. Applicants respectfiilly submit that 
Claim 2 is not anticipated by the Couch et al. publication. 

Claim 15 has similar recitations as Claim 2, and Applicants respectfiilly 
submit that Claim 15 is patentable for the same additional reasons as Claim 2. 

Claim 7 

Applicants maintain that Claim 7 has additional distinguishing recitations 
that are not taught by the Couch et al. publication. Claim 7 recites: "the at least one 
message-attribute column comprises a topic column, and the at least one message- 
attribute data comprises a topic, wherein the topic column is associated with the topic." 
The Couch et al. publication does not disclose a topic, nor does the Couch et al. 
publication disclose a topic column, nor does the Couch et al. publication disclose a topic 
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column associated with a topic. For the foregoing additional reasons, Applicants 
respectfully submit that Claim 7 is not anticipated by the Couch et al. publication. 



Claim 18 has similar recitations as Claim 7, and Applicants respectfully 
submit that Claim 18 is patentable for the same additional reasons as Claim 7. 



Conclusion 

Consequently, the Applicants believe that all these claims are presently in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, both reconsideration of this application and its 
swift passage to issue are earnestly solicited. 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 



November 22, 2006 /Janet M. Skafar/ 

Janet M. Skafar, Attorney 
Reg. No. 41,315 

Correspondence Customer No. 24852 
Message Telephone: (408)463-5670 
Facsimile: (408) 463-4827 
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